





	

		
		

			

	

	
		

			
					
						Wednesday, April 10 2024					

					
			
				


	
		
		Breaking News
	

		
								 From Cemetery to a Holy Sanctuary
							
	
								Lady Khadija, the Esteemed Wife of the Prophet
							
	
								The Believer of Quraysh: Abu Talib
							
	
								The Obesity Within Us
							
	
								Discourse with the Pilgrim of Imam Hussain
							
	
								Urgent Action Needed: Prominent Islamic Scholar Set to Die
							
	
								Mehdi Hasan, Brunei and His Problem with Islamic Law
							
	
								Dangers of Desensitization to Sin
							
	
								Lady Fatima and Her Role as a Mother
							
	
								Raising Our Kids in a Nurturing Environment
							




			


			
					Facebook
	X
	YouTube
	Instagram
	RSS
	
			
				
				Log In			
		
	
		
			
			Random Article
		
	
	
		
			
			Sidebar
		
	

			


		

	




	

		
		
			
				
		

			
			
				
				
					
					
					[image: Islamic Insights]
				
						

			
		


					

		


		
	





	
		

			

				
				

					
					
							Home
	  Religion




	All
	Clergy Corner
	History



						

								

						


						


					






 

	  Series




	All
	An Ethical Life
	Muharram
	Raising Faith
	Refinement of the Soul
	Youth: Life's Manifest Spring



						

								

						


						


					






 

	  News




	All
	Community
	Opinion
	World



						

								

						


						


					






 

	  Features




	All
	Poetry



						

								

						


						


					






 

	Archive
	Authors
	Sitemap
	Tags



	Write
	Donate
	About
	Contact


					


						
		
			
			Random Article
		
	
	
				
					
					
						
						Search for
					
				

			


				

			

		


			









	
	

		


	 Home/News/Opinion/More Like Insanity: Another Perspective
	

		Opinion
		
			More Like Insanity: Another Perspective		


		
						
							[image: Photo of Fatemah Amirali]
						
					Fatemah Amirali
						
							
							Send an email
						
					4 3,518  7 minutes read 

	


	
	




		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 X
				
				
					 LinkedIn
				
				
					 Reddit
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Telegram
				
				
					 Share via Email
				
				
					 Print
							

		


		
		

			
			[image: Print Friendly, PDF & Email]
Earlier this year, I stood for hours in the rain on the streets of New York to attend a filming of The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. And I had a good time – I honestly enjoy it when Jon rips apart Fox News, CNN, and the joke of a media that exists. I also had the opportunity to ask Jon a question, and so, I asked him if his political commentary had a point in the larger scheme of things as he exposed the hypocrisies of the media, and in a way, brought the reality of some situations to the forefront (for example, his clip on Operation Cast Lead). His response was that he was not trying to pursue any agenda or even portray the real news, that it was just humor meant to expose every absurdity, and that if the Daily Show took a stance, they would become the very demagogues they seek to mock. In fact, he said, “There is no point. That’s the point.” I was slightly disappointed in his response, but thought to myself that if he did have a point in what he did, he wasn’t going to tell the whole world about it – that would defeat the purpose if his agenda was noble in any way.

After this weekend though, I have to say that I honestly believe that you meant what you said, Jon, and I apologize for doubting you. And I’m positive that there is no point meant in your comedy nor do you intend to inspire anybody to stand up for real change in a disintegrating society. At the so-called Rally to Restore Sanity, attended by hundreds of thousands of people, you proved that the rally (if it can even be called a rally since rallies usually have a point) should have been called the Rally to Restore Ignorance and Apathy.

Ever since you told me you had no point, I’ve been trying to pay closer attention to your show and the remarks that you make – which undeniably have to be based in something that you believe. You may hate to hear this, but it’s a bunch of typical liberal Democrat jargon. Watching the two episodes prior to the rally, this became much clearer to me. For someone who had no trouble interrupting Anna Baltzer every two seconds as she intellectually exposed the Israeli occupation, you seemed unable to speak as you continuously stuttered in your interview with Barack Obama – which I may add, answered nothing of substance. In fact, most of it was Obama campaigning for himself, priding himself on his twisted interpretations of the bills that have been passed, and justifying the failures of the American government. Obama also used your call to sanity against you, telling you to be reasonable and realistic in your demands about him being too ‘timid’. You have criticized the hypocrisy of many bills, the occupation of Iraq and Obama’s foreign policy on your show – but where was there any mention of that when you had the President sitting right across you?

On Thursday night’s show, I saw that a Muslim was chosen to go in The Daily Show van to accompany Jason Jones and John Oliver to the rally. But again, like a typical liberal, you give the Muslims that you like a chance to speak. And I’m sure that your intentions are somehow based in a genuine want for prejudice against Muslims to stop, but quite frankly, I don’t appreciate the image that you give of Muslims. They’re not the Muslims that exist at large, but the Muslims that you want to exist. And I know that as a typical liberal, you’re trying to present this image of the non-scary, “moderate” Muslims, the “normal” ones who mean no harm and love America.

As the Muslim saluted the monument, and confessed his love for America’s “greatness”, I couldn’t help but think of all the Muslims that you portray as ‘good’ on your show. They’re all patriotic and in love with America, and in agreement with so-called American values, and most importantly, silent when it comes to American crimes in Muslim countries. Is this really an accurate perception of Muslims? Is there really something wrong with Muslims who criticize America and quite frankly don’t have a small degree of patriotism in them? When you start accepting and respecting those Muslims who dissent, as equally legitimate and logical, I might begin to regain some respect for you. You’re sort of playing into the whole game that any Muslim with a political opinion against America does not deserve to be heard.

You can rally for the “liberal” Muslims all you want, defend their rights to build mosques, and glamorize the “moderate” Muslims that are in love with America and cooperate with the government in their facade of a war on terror, but know that there are rational Muslims and humans out there. Sane ones – the millions of Muslims and other people worldwide who wouldn’t dare wear the American flag as an outfit. You said accurately that “the inability to distinguish terrorists from Muslims makes us less safe, not more”, and you were right. But more importantly, the inability to accept the fact that most people and Muslims are not in love with America and at the same time are not terrorists or crazy also makes you less safe, not more. It’s not crazy for people to call George Bush a war criminal, and it’s not crazy for people to seriously hate Obama, it’s not crazy for people to hate Israel, and it’s not crazy for most of the people in the world to hate America for its foreign policy. You might have the ability to have “animus and not be enemies”, but most people hate war criminals and rogue states, and have them as their enemies.

As Medea Benjamin rightfully stated on Huffington Post: sane people protest insane wars. But your skewed presentation of the problems of American society and the world at large were either naively simplistic or strategically stupid for an apathetic audience. Do you really think that “talking” to each other is going to fix every problem? You compared cooperation on a worldwide scale to the ability to successfully merge traffic. Seriously? That’s your attempt at a profound metaphor for the world’s problems? That’s what is going to make poverty and corruption disappear, and war-mongers stop mongering? Well, try it, and we’ll watch you epically fail. As Malcolm X wisely said many years ago: “Nobody can give you equality or justice or anything. If you’re a man, you take it.”

Your quote of the night was “If you amplify everything, you hear nothing.”

You’re right, Jon. But the problem is, nobody is amplifying anything, nor are they saying anything. In fact, if this world had given the “due” anger in regards to injustices of today’s world, it would be infinitely louder than we have already heard. Apparently though, this is already too loud for you? When Pakistanis are continuously killed by American drones, they don’t really hear much. Neither do the million dead Iraqis and the thousands of dead Afghans. But let’s not get too loud or too angry about that. That might disturb our comfortable lives and the music to the Peace Train. There’s no such thing as being too loud or too amplified when it comes to speaking out against injustice.

We can pretend that everything is okay. That it’s “hard times, not end times.” That “we work hard every damn day” and that Americans don’t represent what the news shows them. We’ll fool ourselves into thinking that we’re already doing enough to help society by simply doing nothing and being us. And we will pretend, because in our apathetic society, when we are too busy thinking about what kind of car we’re going to buy (you exemplified our obsession with cars very well), people will continue to die and be oppressed. Afghans, Iraqis, and Pakistanis will continue to die. Children like Omar Khadr will be incarcerated. Imams like Luqman Abdallah will continue to be assassinated by the FBI. Muslims and others who have a hard stance and political opinion (note: not terrorists) will be demonized – both by you and society at large. Capitalism will suck the life out of many more countries, the poor classes of America will continue to become poorer, and the richer become richer. And your comedy will continue to make people laugh at the absurdities of the world… and then do absolutely nothing about it. They’ll go to your rally, feel good about themselves as you pat them on the back for “working hard” (it’s tiring to engage in this much consumerism), and American society will be stuck in the hole that it has dug for itself. You spoke of how Americans carry their “values” with them every single day. What do these values mean when no action accompanies them? The irony in your rally was that people aren’t too loud…they’re not loud enough. Apparently, not loud enough is too loud for America.

So Jon, after your epic failure of an attempt to be profound, I found a speech for those who actually care about the situation of the world and want the inspiration to make real changes, for those who do have families and lives and are too busy to go to rallies – but nevertheless, make the time to do so. I’m honestly disappointed that more people can take the time and effort to revel in their apathy and go to your rally and watch your show as opposed to taking an active stance against the oppression that their own government perpetrates. It’s time for action, and I close with the great Malcolm X, someone sane, not by your standards, but mine.
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