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 [image: There are better, cheaper options available!]According to official statistics, the average college student spends $900 per year on college textbooks alone. Factor in tuition and supplies, and for many students, we’re paying money we don’t have on things that aren’t always necessary. While there’s not much that can be done about the skyrocketing cost of tuition, there is one thing we can control: how much we pay for textbooks.[image: There are  better, cheaper options available!]EDITOR’S NOTE: Student Life is a new addition to Islamic Insights. As the name suggests, it will be dedicated to issues faced by high school, college, and graduate students. If there are any particular topics you would like to see addressed, please let us know by emailing editor@islamicinsights.com. 

Squint hard enough, and textbook publishers will look a lot like drug makers. How many times have you purchased that supplemental CD-ROM and workbook, only to have it remain in the box and never be used? Remember that Macroeconomics book you paid $125.00 for at the college bookstore, only to find out its resale value is equivalent to how much you’ll pay for lunch that day?

According to official statistics, the average college student spends $900 per year on college textbooks alone. Factor in tuition and supplies, and for many students, we’re paying money we don’t have on things that aren’t always necessary. While there’s not much that can be done about the skyrocketing cost of tuition, there is one thing we can control: how much we pay for textbooks.

The solution? Many! Long gone are the days where we are forced to resort to the college bookstore for our textbooks. Here are a few suggestions:

Rent your books: After all, how many of us really use the book after the semester is done? Exactly. I decided that since my books would total a very pleasant $670.00 this semester at the bookstore (assuming I managed to find USED copies), I would find some other avenue for my books. The answer to my call was found in Chegg.com, an online book rental service for college students. Students have the choice of renting the books for either: a semester (125 days), quarter (85 days), or a summer rental (60 days). Students have two options to choose when shipping: standard or expedited (at an extra cost). The average Chegg.com customers save anywhere between 65 to 85 percent on their books by renting. Sending the books back is just as easy. Simply print the prepaid UPS postage, place the books in a box, and drop it off at the nearest UPS location. Nothing beats paying $12.50 for a $90 textbook!

Lose the Bundled Packages: The extra CD-ROMs and workbooks may seem like a save for students, but in reality they drive up the price of books between 10 and 20 percent. Inquire with the instructor if you actually will use these supplements before making your purchase. Chances are the bookstore won’t buy your books back without all the extra frills that came with them.

Book Swap: CampusBookSwap.org is a website for students by students that allows us to sell and buy used books. It works like a bulletin board where students post their books for sale and are then contacted by buyers. The only drawback is lack of organization and guarantee when buying; however, as a seller, you have very little to lose.

The Library: Most colleges set aside copies of textbooks at the library, where they can be checked out for free. The local libraries are also worth a try. The catch? The book’s due date may come right in the middle of midterms or finals, or the book may already be checked out.

Older Editions: As soon as the new edition of a book is published, the price of its predecessor drops substantially. However, the changes could be so minor and insignificant that you really won’t need to pay top dollar for the newer version. Alternatively, you can speak to the instructor about basing the class syllabus on the older edition also.

eBay/Amazon/Half.com: All of these websites are there to help students find their books and at great low prices. Knowing the book’s ISBN is key to being able to compare the prices at various companies and websites.  Search around – even if someone has to ship the book to you, it could still be cheaper than buying the used copy at the college bookstore. Remember to check the seller’s rating; otherwise, you may not get the book until the semester is done.

E-Books: Students who don’t mind studying a computer screen instead of a paper-and-print book have several free or low-cost options. iChapters.com is the leader in this market. Students are offered four choices: print books, e-textbooks, single chapters, and audio books. The rundown is this: E-textbooks are always 50 percent off the regular price and can be saved on your desktop. They also come in a flat PDF file. Single chapters are a very enticing offer, only $1.99 for a chapter! This way we can only purchase the assigned chapters. Audiobooks also begin at just $1.99. Additionally, print orders generally arrive with 3-5 business days.

Added Bonus: If you decide to rent from Chegg, or buy from CourseSmart or Half.com among others, you can get even more savings! Check out www.bigwords.com  and enter the ISBN of the book. It will compare the price among dozens of companies and then lists all the deals you can get. Most of these deals are coupons and range from 5 to 37 percent off your order.



			
		


				
			
				3 6,113  4 minutes read 



		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 X
				
				
					 LinkedIn
				
				
					 Reddit
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Telegram
				
				
					 Share via Email
				
				
					 Print
							

		


					

		


		

		
		
			
				Show More 
			
		

		
		

		
			
										
							
							 Share
						

						
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 X
				
				
					 LinkedIn
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Telegram
				
				
					 Share via Email
				
				
					 Print
							

		


		
	

	
	

		

	
		

			

			
					
						Sign up for our Biweekly Newsletter

Subscribe to our mailing list to get updates

Insightful reads to help you get through life's challenges!
					


										
						
							
								
									Enter your Email address
									
								

								
									

									

								

								
							

						

					

					
		

	





			
				
					
						
							
						

					

				

				
					Boycotting Israel

				
			


			
			
				
					
						
							
						

					

				

				
					Check Yo' Self Before You Wreck Yo' Self

				
			


			

	

				

					
						Related Articles

					


					

					
							

								
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]
								 From Cemetery to a Holy Sanctuary


								
							


						
							

								
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]
								Lady Khadija, the Esteemed Wife of the Prophet


								
							


						
							

								
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]
								The Believer of Quraysh: Abu Talib


								
							


						
							

								
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]
								The Obesity Within Us


								
							


						
					

				


			



	


	




	

		
			Check Also


			
				Close
			
		


		
				

			

			
			Religion
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		The Obesity Within Us

		
					

	




		

	


	




	
			
				
					
		
			

									
						Whats Trending

	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		 From Cemetery to a Holy Sanctuary

		
					

	


	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		Lady Khadija, the Esteemed Wife of the Prophet

		
					

	


	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		The Believer of Quraysh: Abu Talib

		
					

	







					

				
									
						Recent

	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		 From Cemetery to a Holy Sanctuary

		
					

	


	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		Lady Khadija, the Esteemed Wife of the Prophet

		
					

	


	

			

			
			
			
				
					
				

			

		[image: ]		

	
	
		The Believer of Quraysh: Abu Talib

		
					

	







					

				
									
						Recent Comments

	
									
						
													
					

					
				
					
						Merits of visiting the shrine of Imam Husain (a.s) - Al-Wafa Tours					
					[…] [1] http://www.islamicinsights.com/religion/t...

				


			
	
									
						
													
					

					
				
					
						How Islamophobia has entered a new phase - using these 10 strategies by Alain Gabon - Latheef Farook					
					[…] Malcolm X speech, this classic yet effective divid...

				


			
	
									
						
													
					

					
				
					
						What is the Universal Day of Quds? | Shabbir's Blog					
					[…] see the birth of the master of the youth of Paradi...

				


			
	
									
						
													
					

					
				
					
						The Decorum of Du’aa in Islam | Qurani Wazaif – Masnoon Duain – Al Rehman					
					[…] The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said, ‘Supplication is...

				


			
	
									
						
													
					

					
				
					
						Bathrooms in Greece: 4 Shocking Things to Know Before Your Trip | Lemons and Luggage					
					[…] if you move here for longer you can, of course, in...

				


			



					

				
									
						Follow us



					

				
			

		


		
		
			

				
									
						
				

					Islamic Insights is an online magazine focused on bringing to light the teachings of the Quran and AhlulBayt, the family of the Holy Prophet.
					

					

			
				

			

					

				
									
						
			

										
							
									
										Enter your Email address
										
									

																		
							

						

						
			


			

					

				
				
			

		


						

			

			
			
				
					
						

							© Islamic Insights 2007 - 2024. All Rights Reserved.
	About
	My Profile
	Write for Us
	Syndication
	Donate
	Contact Us


	Facebook
	X
	YouTube
	Instagram
	RSS

 

						

					

				

			

			





		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 X
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Telegram
				
				
					 Viber
							

		


		

		
			
			Back to top button
		
	
		


		
	
		

			
				Close
			


			

							
					Tags

AhlulBayt
Allah
children
death
dua
fasting
imam
iraq
Islam
karbala
mahdi
prayer
prophet
quran
ramadan
shia
tarbiyat
youth



				

			
		

	

	
	









	
		
			Close
		
		
			
				

					
						Log In 

					


					
						
	

		
			
			
				
				Forget?
			


			
			
				 Remember me			

			
			
			Log In

					


		
	

						

				

			

		

	

	     
      
            
            


























		

		
		
